Preston under Scar Parish Council

Record of decisions taken by the Clerk to the Parish Council under
delegated powers since 13 January 2022

Subject of decision:

Co-option of Councillor to fill Casual Vacancy

Summary of information considered:

Application and supporting information submitted by Mr Michael Sayers
Recommendation from informal Parish Council meeting on 10 February 2022 that
Mr Sayers be co-opted as a Parish Councillor for the remainder of the current period
of office of Councillors

Decision:

To co-opt Mr M Sayers as a Parish Councillor for Preston under Scar for the
remainder of the current period of office of Councillors

Date of Decision:

14 February 2022

Subject of decision:

Revised Code of Conduct for Preston under Scar Parish Council

Summary of information considered:

Revised Model Code of Conduct published by the Local Government Association in
2021 and recommended for adoption by the Yorkshire Local Councils Association
Draft revised Code of Conduct considered at informal meeting of Preston under Scar
Parish Council on 10 February

Recommendation from the informal meeting of Preston under Scar Parish Council
on 10 February 2022 that the draft revised code as submitted to the above meeting,
be adopted.

Decision Taken:

To adopt the revised Code of Conduct for Preston under Scar Parish Council
as submitted to the Parish Council’s Informal Meeting on 10 February 2022

Date of Decision:

14 February 2022

Subject of decision:

Page 1 of 6




Submission of comments in respect of planning application 22/00003/FULL for
Planning Permission for Erection of Outbuilding, Alteration and Extension of
Dwelling and Amendment of Approved Plans for Detached Garage and Studio at
Thorfin, Preston Under Scar, Leyburn, North Yorkshire, DL8 4AD

Summary of information considered:

Application documents submitted by applicant
Outcome of consultation with Parish Councillors

Decision Taken:
To submit the following comments in respect of this planning application:

Thank you for consulting Preston under Scar Parish Council on the above proposed
development. Councillors have reviewed the documents submitted and their
comments are as follows:

1. The plans submitted with the application are not of an adequate quality to enable
them to be read easily and understood - hand drawn, hand written and no
dimensions - making assessment of the detail of the application difficult. The Council
is disappointed that the Planning Department has not taken time to ensure that
documents are properly produced and of a quality which is adequate to enable them
to be easily read.

2.The Parish Council wishes to object to the application, largely in relation to the
proposed workshop.

3. The Parish Council's objections are as follows:

e The size of the workshop is far larger than is required for reasonable
domestic/hobby/leisure use and is considered excessive. As proposed, the
workshop is larger than the extended dwelling (see Block Plan) and will
therefore dominate the plot. Councillors are very concerned that the size of
the workshop means that it is capable of use for commercial purposes.
Should the planning authority be minded to grant permission notwithstanding
the Parish Council's views, Councillors request that the conditions attached
to any approval include a prohibition on the workshop's use for commercial
purposes.

e There are mature trees on the north and west boundaries of the site which
are in close proximity to the proposed workshop location. It will not be
possible to excavate for the proposed workshop without damaging the tree
roots and destabilising the trees, which Councillors consider to be within
falling distance of the proposed development, contrary to the answer given
at Question 6 of the Householder application.

e The applicant has not provided any indication of what the workshop will be
used for. Given its size, Councillors are concerned that the volume of noise
which might be generated in this quiet rural area will be very intrusive,
particularly for those living in the properties which are closest to the site, and
could radiate further. Councillors request that you ascertain from the
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applicant what they propose to use the workshop for so that they can consider
this aspect further.

o The proposed finishes are not in keeping with the other elements of the
proposal or, accepting that the development is set on its own, with other
buildings in the area. This, together with its size, means it will be visually
intrusive.

4. The Application document dated 1st Feb 2022, states (Question 7) that there is
no intention to alter the access to the property from the main road. However in the
Site Plan, labelled drawing number 3, there is a sketch illustrating what appear to
be modifications to the road access. Councillors' recollection is that the previous
applicant was required to improve the access to the road. This should be clarified.

Date of Decision: 18 February 2022

Subject of decision:

Submission of comments to Richmondshire District Council on the revised planning
application for a two storey dwelling at Hillcrest, Preston under Scar

Summary of information considered:

Revised plans and drawings submitted by applicants agents.

Submission submitted by applicant

Outcome of consultation with Parish Councillors

(Note: As CliIr Brooks had previously disclosed an interest in this application, in
accordance with the Parish Council’s Code of Conduct, he was not included in the
consultation with Parish Councillors)

Decision Taken:
To submit the following comments in respect of the revised application:

Thank you for consulting Preston under Scar Parish Council on the revised
application for the above development.

Councillors have considered the revised drawings submitted by the applicant's
agents, and also the document submitted by the applicant which was loaded onto
the planning portal on 22 November. From the revised plans Councillors understand
that the revised application is for a single 3 bedroom property with 1 door in the front
elevation and that access/egress will be via a 3 metre wide entrance. Councillors
note that (apart from the Floor Plans), the revised plans now submitted are still dated
July 2019. Unfortunately, apart from clarifying that there will only be one door in the
front elevation of the property and specifying the proposed width of the
access/egress, neither the revised plans, nor the applicant's separate submission,
address any of the serious concerns about the proposals previously raised, not just
by the Parish Council but also by many local residents whose properties surround
the development site.

In her letter of 22 November, the applicant notes that ‘technical issues will be
addressed by Dark Skies Design’. But the Parish Council has seen no such
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communication. Given the failure of the applicant/agents to address the concerns
previously raised by the Parish Council and set out in my emails dated 25 September
and 4 October 2021, the Parish Council OBJECTS to the proposed development
on the following grounds:

1.The application involves considerable excavation of the hillside but does
not include any assessment of the long term impact that this may have either on the
stability of that hillside overall or for example:

e any impact on the underground watercourses/springs which are known to lie
beneath the site and how this will be dealt with

o the impact of excavations on neighbouring properties and potentially those
opposite the site, which being built on bedrock do not have the same level of
foundations as modern properties, and how this will be remediated

« the potential impact on the access lane which runs along the top of the site

2. The site is located within an area of close-knit housing at the narrowest point of
the road through the village, along which many residents, who do not have off street
parking, have to park their cars. The works are therefore likely to result in
considerable inconvenience and disturbance to local residents (and indeed other
traffic) arising from the need for large items of plant and equipment which will need
to access the site during the course of its excavation and subsequent development,
noise, dust and dirt, mud/debris deposited on the highway.

3. Whilst it is acknowledged that reference is made to using local stone and welsh
slate (the latter of which is not a feature of nearby properties), the
application documents (notably the Heritage, Design and Access Statement) do not
provide adequate details of the proposed building materials to be used. This
is particularly important given that the application site is in the centre of a
Conservation Area (CA) and surrounded by older properties - any proposed new
development in the confines of the CA must be constructed using the same stone
and roofing materials as the surrounding dwellings. The Parish Council is concerned
that the house will not blend in with the surrounding dwellings and will therefore have
a deleterious impact on the CA and on the street scene in this part of the village
rather than preserving or enhancing it.

4. Furthermore, the Parish Council understands that any new development within
a CA must be demonstrated to be of benefit to the community and the application
does not address this point - the Parish Council does not see how the development
is of benefit to the community.

In the event that the planning authority is minded to grant permission for the
development, the Parish Council requests that conditions requiring the following be
imposed:

1. The prohibition of the stationing of vehicles, plant and equipment (including any
skips) on the highway during the course of the works

2. That the highway be kept swept and clear of debris, mud, dust etc during the
course of the works

3. Dust suppression measures must be put in place during the course of the works
in order to protect the amenity of nearby residents
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4. That samples of the proposed materials must be submitted to the planning
authority for approval, and that written approval be obtained prior to the
commencement of the development

5. That working hours be restricted to 9.00am - 5.00pm Monday - Friday, with no
work permitted at weekends.

6. That the contractors are required to observe legal and any industry codes of
practice requiring them to liaise with local residents prior to carrying out aspects of
the work which will impact on their daily lives such as the temporary closure of the
road/ need to divert traffic, interruptions to power supplies, availability of parking.

Date of Decision:

4 March 2022

Subject of decision:

Reimbursement of Clir Brooks for the cost of the Parish Council’s Zoom subscription
for January and February 2022

Summary of information considered:

Evidence submitted by Cllr Brooks as to the payments made to Zoom for the period
in question.

Decision Taken:

To authorize reimbursement of the Zoom expenses incurred by ClIr Brooks on
the Council’s behalf, totalling £28.78 for January and February 2022

Date of Decision:

4 March 2022

Subject of decision:

Memorial for the Late Mrs Eileen Green

Summary of information considered:

Information about the proposed submitted by J Pickard and Sons, Monumental
Masons

Current regulations for Preston under Scar Cemetery

Outcome of consultation with Parish Councillors

Decision Taken:

To approve the proposed memorial.

Date of Decision:
7 March 2022
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